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PREFACE 


FH E Enſuing Diſcourſe was the Subjeft and Sub- 

| lance of two Sermons Preached unto a Pricvate 
| Congregation. The Author of them bad no de- 
fign or purpoſe ever to have made them Publick. The im- 
portunity of many, who judged they might be of uſe unto 0- 
thers, becauſe they found them ſo unto themſelves, gave occa- 
fron unto this Publication of them, . Tet had they not ſo pre- 
vailed, but that he judged it was neither unmeet for him, 
nor unſeaſonable for others. Tn publico diſcrimine omnis 
homo miles eft ; No man is to be forbidden to bring his 
Bucket to help allay the flames of a raging Fire. And it is 
the Pretence of the Church of Rome to be the only Guide of 
all Chriſtians in Religion, which is here examined; a work Which 
a concurrence of all ſorts of circumſtances renders ſeaſonable. 
For as this Pretence 1s the ſole Foundation of the whole Pa- 
pacy, with all the Power and ſecular Advantages that it hath 
obtained unto it ſelf ; ſo it is that alone which gives counte- 
nance and warranty unto the Fattors and Agents of that 
Church, to deſion and perpetrate ſuch things as are deſtru- 
CHve of all that is praife-worthy or defireable among Man- 
A - kind, 
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kind, and unſpeakably ſcandalous unto Chriſtian Religion. Re- 
move the ſand or rubbiſh beresf, and the whole Fabrick will 
diſſolve of it ſelf, and fall to the ground. This ſmall Diſcourſe 
is an Attempt unto that end, whoſe ſucceſs is humbly recom- 
mended wito the care of God over his Church, If there. ſeem 
to be any ſeverities of expreſs uſed towards ſome of the 
Church of Rome, the Reader is to confider that hard 
things cannot well be repreſented in ſoft and pliant words. And 
if there be nothing of this nature found, but what hath the 
appearance of ſeverity, from the things themſelves Which are 
expreſſed, there is no blameable exceſs. Flowerer the Au- 
thor is one who heartily defires and prayes for the outward 
Peace and Tranquility of all men m this world, whoſe Priv- 
ciples will allow them to {ive peaceably with others. 
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H E Foundation of the ſmall enſuing diſcourſe, 

- ſhall be laid in a Po/ition, wherein as I ſuppoſe, 
Perſons of all ſorts whoare concerned in the things 
treated about, are agreed; namely, that is is the 
P Duty of every man who tabeth care of his own eternal Salvati- 
on, to betake himſelf into ſome Guide or Condudtt, that may 
ſafely lead him unto the Knowledge of the Truth, and the Pra- 
ice of Chriſtian Obedience, The Nature of Religion, the 
State of our own Minds in this World, with.the eternal Im- 
portance of a ſafe unerring Guidance in things Spiritual and 
Supernatural, do require that the utmoſt ot our Diligence 
and Prudence, be uſed in the diſcharge of this Duty, in the 
choice of this Guide. No man of himſelf is ſygicient by his 
0 > own Feaſon al.ne to' be his own Guide. They who th Jinking 
| themſelves wiſe have attempted ſo to be, have waxed vain in 
| their Imaginations, and their fooliſh hearts have been d. irkned. 
Rom. 1.21. The wafning and initruction given by Solomon, 
do principally reſpeCt this caſe; Ze that truſteth in his own 
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heart is a fool; but whoſo walk wiſely ſhall be delivered,Prov. 
28. 26, But the Knowledg of, and Adherence unto ſuch a 
Guide, are eminently neceſlary, when there are great Dzffer- 
ences and Divifions among men about Religion; eſpecially 
if they are mannaged in waies and by means not only ſcanda- 
lous unto Religion it ſelf, but pernitious unto Humane Soct- 
ety,in their conſequents. When mennot only ſay and contend 
that here is Chriſt, and lo there is Chriſt, Matth, 24. 23. but 
alſo on the account of theſe differences ingage into waies and 
praCtices, ruinous unto the ſouls of men, and deſtruQive un- 
to all that is praiſe worthy in this World, thoſe who arenot 
careful to chuſe and adhere unto a faithful Guide and con- 
duct, areno leſs deteCtive in Wiſdom, than negligent in their 
Duty. 

Were a man in a Wilderneſs where are a multitude of croſs 
paths, all pretending to lead unto an inhabited City , whi- 
ther he muſt go or periſh ; if he ſet men not only contending 
ſome for one way, ſome for another, but ki/ling and deſtroy- 
ing one another, about the preference of the ſeveral waies 
they eſteem beſt and ſafeſt ; he deſerves to wander and pe- 
riſh, if he refuſe a Guide that is tendred unto him with ſuffi 
cient evidence of his Truth and Faithfulneſs. That there is 
ſuch a one ready in our preſent caſe ſhall be immedately 
evinced. 

The differences in Religion that are at preſent among us, 
are of two ſorts. Firſt, Such as comparatively are of ſmall 
momeut, as unto the principal ends of the Life of God. The 
meaſure of theſe differences is, that which way ſoever they 
are determined in the minds of men, they neither ovyer- 
throw the Foundation, nor obſtruct the due exerciſe of Faith 
and Love. For this is our great Duty, with reſpect unto 
Doctrines in Religion, that we hold faſt the form of ſound 
words, in Faith and Love, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim. 
1.13» And ifanyofthem are ſo ſmall as that it cannot be 
pretended 
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pretended that they overthrow the Foundations of Faith and 
Love, yetif they hinder them in their operations and due ex- 
erciſe according unto the Rule of the Goſpel, they are per- 
aicions unto the ſouls of them in whom they have that ef- 
fe&t. But ſuch difterences which comply with this mea- 
ſure, tend unto nothing in themſelves that is obſtructiveun- 
to the Glory or Power of Religion, whatever they may be 
prefled and wreſted unto, by the Luſts, Prejudices, and 
carnal Intereſts of men, For there is no ground to be ta - 
ken from them, for ſevere thoughts concerning the ſtate and 
condition of them who ſo differ, as unto their Intereſt in 
preſent Grace and future Glory. To live in a negleC& of 
Love, in all the effefts and fruits of it towards ſuch on any 
pretences, to deſign their hurt and evil, is tolive in open con- 
tradiction untoall theRules of the Goſpel. 

Such ſevere thoughts are the principal cauſes and occafion 
of all pernicious evils in Religion ; eſpecially thoſe which are 
moſt ſcandalous unto it; and moſt inconfiſtent with that 
good of Mankind, which Chriſtian Religion is deſigned'to 

romote. For things are come to that paſs among the gene- 
rality of Chriſtians, that when once Perſons begin to damn 
others intheir minds for their diſſent from them, they judge 
themſelves at liberty, and count that it is their Duty, to do 
them all the miſchief they can in this World. They firſt 
make themſelves their Judges that they muſt go to Hell, and 
then would be their Execatzoners, to ſend them thither as 
faſt as they can. Whether this be a Repreſentation of Chri/ 
or of the Dev, is not hard to determine: Sure I am, it isnot 
compliant with the advice given unto all Guides of the 
Church of an attendance whereunto they muſt give an ac- 
count, 2 Tim. 2.24, 25, 26. And the Servant of the Lord muſt 
not ſtrive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 
In meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, ifGod perad. 
venture will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
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Truth, And that they may recover themſelves out of the ſnare 
of the Devil, who are taken captive by him at his Will. | 

Hence it is that thoſe who have a ſtrong inclination to 
oppreſs and deſtroy other men, which their Intereſt prompts 
them unto, do endeavour to make every the leaſt diſſent 
from themſelves, on one pretence or other, by Sophiſtical 
arguments and ftrained conlequences,to be a fundamental er- 
ror, and ſuch as makes them incapable of Lite eternal. But 
no men can give a greater evidence of their difintreſt in Chri- 
{tian Religion, o: their unacquaintedneſs with the vertues 
and Powers of it, wherein the glories of it do confiſt, and 
what is of real price with God, than thoſe who are ſo mind- 
ed. Bleſſed be God, that Chriſt will not leave his ſeat of 
Judgment unto ſuch Perſons, neither here nor hereafter. 

But ſuch differences as thoſe mentioned, will probably 
continue among Chriſtians, ſo long as they continue in . 
this Werld. For although all thoſe among whom taeſe dif- 
terences are, do chuſe the fame Guide, yet they do not in 
all things equally hear and underſtand his voice. Perte&ion 
in Light and Knowledge are required unto a perfeCt agree- 
ment in all the conceptions of our minds about ſpiritual 
things. Wheretore it is reſerved tor Heaven where every 
thing that is /mperfect ſhall be done away. Here we have 
different meaſures; We kzow but iz part, and therefore pro. 
pheſy in part, Rom. 13. 9. It is Love or Charity alone that 
ſupplies this defect; and gives ſuch an Harmony unto tne 
difterent parts of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, which is the 
Church, as renders them all uſeful, and the whole: beautiful, 
1 Cor. 13. Col. 3. 14. | 

But theſe are not the diflerences which at preſent I intend. 
There are thoſe which in their Nature are of greater Impor- 
tance; ſuch as are about the Fundamentals of Chriſtian Faith, 
Worſhip and Obedience ; ſuch as upon whole determination 
the eternal welfare and miſery of the ſouls ofmen do m__ 
An 
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And not only ſo, but they are ſuch alſo, which on that 
wretched mannagement of Religious concerns that late ages 
have embraced, have an influence into the Peace or Diſtur- 
bance of Humane Society, the Tranquility, the Liberty and 
Lives ofmen. Yea they are by ſome promoted and purſued, 
| by all waies of fraud and violence, with that height of Im- 
piety as is utterly deſtructive of all Religion. Many we 
have who plead themſelves to be Chri/ſtzans, which might 
be allowed them, if they pleaſed themſelves, would they 
not do ſuch things as Chriſtian Religion abhorreth. But 
this is the leaſt part of their c:aim; they will alfo be the oy 
Chriſtians; all others whodifter from them, however falle- 
ly ſocalled, being only a drove of «xbe/ewers, haſting unto 
Hell. Now although this be intollerable preſumption, yet 
becauſe they hurt none by it, but themſelves, if they will 
not be awakened from this pleaſing dream, they may be 
ſuffered to ſleep on. But they reſt not here; theſe Chri/tz- 
ans Who only are ſo, and ſo alone know truly what is in Chri- 
ſtian Religion,will do ſuch things under a pretence of it, will 
perpetrate ſuch execrable crimes, avowing them to be the 
dictates and commands of that Relig/on, that if men were 
not ſure that their former pretences are preſumptuouſly 
falſe, it would be a ſufficient warranty for them, whereon 
to queſtion the whole Truth of the Goſpel. And theſe things 
are done in the purſuit of theſe differences in Rel.gzon which 
abound among us. Wherefore if we would not contribute 
unto that intollerable fcandal againſt the Goſpel, that the 
Religion it teacheth is pernicious to the peace of Mankind, 
and all that is praiſe worthy in the World, which muſt be 
accounted for ; if we have any care about our own eternal 
Salvation, we ought to uſe our utmoſt diligence to arrive 
unto a ſate conduct through all theſe difficulties. 

This being our preſent caſe, there being ſuch difterences 
in, and divitions about Religion among us; the mannage- 
ment 
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ment of them, being grown imcurably ſcandalous and peri- 
lous; our enquiry 15s, what Guide or ConduCt a man that 
takes care of his own Salvation, that would know the Truth, 
and have the benefit of it, that would pleaſe God here, and 
come unto the eternal Enjoyment of him hereafter, ought 
to betake himſelf, and firmly adhere unto, as that which 
will ſafely lead and direCt him unto all theſe ends, For if 
the blind lead the blind, both will fall into the ditch. 

Two things are pleaded to be this ſafe aud infallible Guide; 
to have that conduct commitred unto them, which. every 
one who takes care of his Salvation is obliged to betake him- 
ſelf unto. 

The firſt is the Church of Rome. She it is who at this 
time, laies a moſt vehement claim to be the only Authori- 
tative infallible Guide of all Chriſtians, as unto their Faith, 
Worſhip and Obedience. Weenquire not aſter a miniſterial 
Guide and the benefit which we may receive thereby. This 
they regard not, as that which leaves men the exerciſe of- 
their own underſtandings, and uſe of all Divine Aids and Aſ- 
ſiſtances, as unto the Information, DireCtion and Determi- 
nation of their Minds in all that they are to believe and pra- 
Ctiſe in Religion. But ſuch a Guidance as whereunto, by 
vertue of its Authority and Infallibility we are entirely and 
abſolutely to reſign our underſtandings and conſciences, what 
ever it leads us unto, is that which this Church claimeth, 
and without which the-1s nothing, nor can_ ſtand one mo- 
ment. This is that which thoſe who plead the cauſe of that 
Church at preſent, do wholly betake themſelves unto the 
promotion of, declining what lies in them, all other D:fe. * 
rences and Controverfies between them and us. Such a Guide, 
they ſay, there muſt be of all Chriſtians, and this Guide is 
their Church, And they do wiſely conſult their own Inte- 
reſt therein. For if they can once gain this point, all other 
things 
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things which they aim at, will follow of their own accord; 
and they may ſatisfy the deſires of their hearts on the conſci- 
ences of men. | 

Wherefore this claim of theirs conſiſts of theſe three parts, 
or may be reduced unto theſe three Heads, 

1. That they, and they aloxe, are the Church of Chriſt ; 
All others whoare called Chriſtians in the World, are Here- 
ticks and Schiſmaticks, who belong not unto it, nor have 
any Intereſt in it. Howbeit if the deſcription given us of 
the Church of Chriſtin the Scripture be right and good, it is 
almoſt impoſſible there ſhould be any Society or combina- 
tion of men on a religious account, more unlike it than that 
which is calledrhe Church of Rome. This theretoremuſt be 
taken upon their own credit, and vehement Affirmation, by 
them who have a mind ſo-to do. 

2. That this Church which they alone are, is entruſted with 
Authority over the ſouls and con{ciences oi ail Chriſtians, and 
all that would be ſo, to be their only Gazd? in all that they are 
to know, believe and do in Religion ; ſo that whoever gives 
not themſelves up unto their conduct, muſt periſh eter- 
nally. It were no hard task to manifeſt that a ſuppoſition 
hereof, is deſtru@ive unto the Nature of Evangelical Faith 
and Obedience,asalſo of all the Directions and Precepts given 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles for the diſcharge of our Duty with 
reſpeC&t unto them. But this they muſt obtain, or the whole 
preſent Papal Intereſt falls unto the ground. Yet neither 
will a ſuppoſition that there is ſuch a Church, fecure them; 
their own pretences to be this Church being openly contra- 
diCtory to the Scripture. Nor is the Power clatmed herein 
derived from the Apoſtles who profeſſed themſelves not to 
be Lords of the Paith-of Believers, 2 Cor.1. 24. 1 Pet. 5. 2. 

2. They plead that hereon, no more 1s required of any 
man, who takes care of his Salvation ; but that he gzve vp 
921-44 a5;o1rtely and entirely unto the conduth of their Charch, 
believing 
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believing what it propoſeth, and that or this ground alone, 
that it 1s propoſed by, it, and obeying ail its commands ; 
whereby they ſeem to ſet this pretended Guide in the Temple 
of God, ſhewing him that he is God. 

1his is the claim of the Church of Rome; theſe are the 
Principles whereinto it is reſolved, which whether they have 
any thing in them of Truth or Modeſty, will immediately 
be made to appear. 

Secondly, The Holy Scripture with the Divine Aids and 
aſſiſtances for the underſtanding thereof, which God hath pro- 
miſed unto all that diligently ſeek him, 1s pleaded to be the 
o:ly Rule and Guide that men ought to betake themſelves un. 
to, L1 cale of thoſe important differences in Religon, which 
are under conſideration And the plea on the behalf thereof 
is reducible unto theſe five Heads. 

1. That this Scripture is a Dzvine ſupernatural Revelation 
of God, his Mind and his Will. This Foundation is unqueſti- 
onable, and will never fail them that build upon it. Thoſe 
of the Roman Religion will propoſe enſnaring vx" about 
it, unto them on whom they deſign. They will be askin 
how they know the Scrfpture to be the Word of God, la- 
bouring to diſprove the evidences they produce to prove it ſo 
to be. Butthis bold artifice is ofno uſe in this caſe; for them - 
ſelves confeſs it ſo to be; only they prefer the Authority of 
their Church teſtifying it ſo to be, as more fately to be reſted 
in and truſted unto, than that of God himſelf, which cannot 
be unto the advantage of their cauſe, with any conſiderate 
Perſons. 

2. That it is a Dzvine Revelation of the whole Mind and 
Will of God, as unto all things that are neceſſary unto his Glo- 
ry aud our Salvation, This it frequently teſtificth of it ſelf; 
and on the former ſuppoſition of its being ſuch a Divine Re- 
velation, its Teſtimony muſt be granted to be infallibly true. 
Both theſe Afſertions the Apoſtle expreſly conjoyneth, 2 77m. 
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2. 15, 16, 17, Somewhat they except here in reſpect of their 
unwritten Traditions, but dare not poſitively deny that the 
Scripture is a ſufficient Revelation of all things abſolutel 
neceſſary unto Salvation. Indeed to do ſo will leave no ” 4 
rance unto any man that he can ever know what 1s neceila- 
_ ry unto ſalvation. But they have a reſerve whereunto they 
betake themſelves on a conceſſion hereof ; namely, that 
whatever be contained in it, it cannot be underſtood, but as 
the ſenſe of it is declared by their Church. But this is a 
bold unproved preſumption,contrary unto the deſign of God 
in giving us his Word, and the experience of all who have 
been exerciſed in 1t. 

. The Way, Manner and Method of this Revelatibn are 
ſack as are ſuited unto DivineWiſdom and Goodneſs, whether 
they pleaſe men'or no. It is with reference unto theſe things 
that they expatiate and enlarge themſelves, in charging the 
Scripture with obſcurity, and unfitneſs thereon to be our on- 
Iy Rule aud Guide. For the Bib/e, they ſay, is a Book com- 
poſed of Hiftcries, F rophecies, Songs, Prayers, and Epiſtles, 
and 1s therefore unmeet for anv ſuch uſe or end. But theſe 
things are of no conſideration in our gg caſe. It is thus 
given out immediately by God himſelf; and therefore every 
way anſwers Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; whether men 
are pleaſed with it or no, we are not at all concerned. He 
who deſigned it for the inſtrution of the Church, alcne 
knows what was to be the Method of its compoſure unto 
that end. And it hath been proved on another occaſion, 
that conſidering the ſtate of the Church in its ſeveral Ages, 
the nature of that Faith which is to be wrought and con- 
firmed by this Divine Revelation, with the manner of teach- 
ing becoming the Authority of God; and the holy Scripture 
could not have been given out unto us in any other Order 
or Method, than that wherein it is diſpoſed. 

4, On theſe ſuppoſitions, there ne:tH#e7 is, nor can be more 
: | C require | 
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required of us in order unto our eternal ſalvation, but that we 
underftind aright, firmly believe, and yield obedience unto the. 
Revelation of the Mind and Will of God that is made theres 
The Aſſurance hereof 1s ſo evidently included in the forego- 
ing Afertions, that it needs no confirmation. Every thought 
unto the contrary, is ſo injurious unto the Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, Grace and Truth of God, fo oppoſite unto all the No. 
tions of the Minds of men, on a ſuppoſition of Gods ſpeak- 
ing unto them, that it ought to be rejected with deteſta- 
tzon. ; 
5. There are eficacions Aids promiſed, and aſſured means 
appointed by God himſelf to help all that diligently ſeek him, 
anto a certain infallible underſtanding of his Mind in the 
Scripture, ſo faras the Knowledge of itis neceſſary unto our 
Salvation. This alſo I have. lately confirmed in a peculiax 
diſcourſe, Theſe are the Heads whereunto the Plea for 
the Guidance of the Scripture in all differences and diviſions 
about Religion, may be reduced. 

The caſe being thus plainly ſtated, the enquiry hereon is, 
whether of theſe Guides, a man that takes care of his own 
eternal Salvation, ſhould betake himſelf, and firmly adhere 
unto, to the end. 

In anſwer unto this Enquiry, I ſhall prove, that no wiſe 
man who feareth God, and is carctulof tie eternal condition 
of his own foul, cax chaſe the Church of Rome for this Guide, 
toregoing the other of the Scripture, with the Divine Aids 
promiſed and given for the underſtanding tiereof. 

The Perſon of whom I ſpear I tuppoic to be 2 wiſe man ; 
that is, one who prefers things eternal uato titole that are 
temporal, ſo as not to he erfrared by earthly Intereſts and 
Advantages, unto the torfe!cure of his Fatere{t in things a- 
bove; and will be caretul not to © 2 impoſed on by men 
who deſign their own Advantage in what ther vyould per- 
{wade him unto. He who is otaerwLe minced 1s 2 fool 
He 
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He is alſo one that feareth God, and therefore is real and in 
good earneſt in Religion, as deſiring to: pleaſe him mn a; 
things. For there are many who give the wor!a no tmail 
diſturbance about religious concerns, who do on ail occa- 
ſons manifeſt that they have little or no regard unto God in 
what they ſay or do. But in the Perſons v. hom I adreſs 
unto, I ſuppoſe that they really take care above all other 
things of the eternal ſalvation of their fouls. And I ſhall net 
deal with them by abftruſe Arguments, nor by Teſtimonies 
of men that may be bandied up and down, on the one ſide 
and tae other ; but by ſuch plain Reaſonings as are accom- 
modated.unto the common underſtanding of all ſober, ſe- 
date, rational Perſons, who own the Principles of Chriſtian 
Religion, which have their force from the general uſage of 
mankind in things of an alike nature, the common natural 
Principles of mens minds, where they are not vittated and 
depraved, with the experience of what they have foundal- 
ready 1in any Duties oft Religious Worſhip. Indeed if we 
couid but prevail with men to be per{waded that every man 
mult believe for kimſe/f, and obey for himſelf, and give an 
account for himſelf, this difference would be at an end. For 
the choice of the Church of Rome to Le the Guide enquired 
after, is nothing but the putting of the care of {aving our 
ſouls unto others, who will not be able to anſiyer tor us, 
when our Trial ſhall come. 

And this ſubject in particular I have choſen at preſent to 
in{iſt upon for two Reaſons. 

I. Becauſe, as was before obſerved, thoſe who at preſent 
do plead the Zntereſ? of this Church among us, do decline 
what they can all particular Controverfies, and under various 
notions betake themſelves to this alone, about an 41:hor7t;- 
tive Guide and Leader of all Chriſtians, which they pretend 
their Church to be. They do not in their projeQion tor Pro- 
ſelytes, go to them and enter into Diſputes about 7ranſ#Z- 
© 2 ſtantiation, 
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ſubſtantiation, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, Adoration of Images, 
_ or thelike, no nor yet about the Popes [nfallibility. But ſup- 
poling themſelves to be greatly advantaged by the differen- 
ces in Religion that are among us, which uſually they enlarge 
upon without either truth or modeſty, under a concealment 
ot greater differences among themſelves, they inſiſt only on 
the neceflity of ſuch a Gaide which they pretend their 
Church alone toe. Hereby have they prevailed on many, 
who on one account or other, do think themſelves unmeet 
any longer to take care of their own ſalvation. And when 
once they have prevailed herein, there 1s nothing ſo horrid, 
nothing ſo wicked, that they cannot impoſe on the' conſci. 
ences of their Proſelyzes. They willnot now ſcruple or ſtick 
at all,at thoſe things,which they would kave dreaded to have 
thought of, whilſt they had the care of themſelves in any 
meaſure upon them. Not one man of a thouſand who ſup. 
poieth that he hath himſelf and his own foul in charge, that 
he muſt give an account of and for himſe'f, will venture on 
thoſe wates and practices which they will with great fatiſ: 
faction ruſh into, under their conduct. 

2, Becauſe of the ſtrange waies they have lately taken, to 
put this pretence into uſe and practice, and to take ws a//un- 
der their condu&t. Pretending unto the guidance of our ſouls 
in the things of God, they have attempted to take us into 
their power as unto our Lives, Liberties, Laws,and all other 
our concernments in this world, which whoſoever doth un- 
lawfully, forfeits all his own. And a ſufficient Indication it 
is of what Guidance we were like to meet withal, when wa 
was to be made unto it, by Fire, Confuſion, Blood, Maſlacres 
and Sedition. 

Should there bea School erected, pretending unto an eaſie 
certain way of teaching all Sciences, Divine and Humane, 
ſhould it pretcnd a Graz? that nothing of this nature ſhould 
be taught or learned but in and by.t ;. yetif I ſaw the poſts 

of 
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of the houſe hung like Shambles with the limbs of ſlaughter- 
ed perſons; if the ground about it be ſtrewed with the bones 
and aſhes of men burned to death ; here lying one ſtrangled, 
| there another ſtabbed, a third poiſoned; all for no other 
cauſe, but either becauſe they would not ſubmit to the 
teaching thereof, or would not learn things fooliſh and 
wicked, I ſhould avoid ſuch a School and its Power ſo far 
as I were able. But yet becauſe there hath of late among us 
a great acceſſion been made really unto this Guidance by per- 
ſons formerly profeſſing the Proteſtant Religion, | ſhall a 
little enquire into the Cauſes of it, or the Means whereby it 
hath been brought about. And I ſhall not fear to ſay, that 
as unto the moſt of them who have relinquiſhed the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, they are theſe that follow. 

1. A profound Ignorance of the Internal Powers of Reli- 
g10n, with an utter want of all experience of them in them- 
felves, makes them an eaſie prey to ſeducers. Perſons who 
have never had any concernment in Religion, beyond the 
out-ſide ſolemnity of it, with ſome notions and opinions a- 
bout the DoCEtrines of it, are eaſily z7offſed to and fro, from 
one Religion unto ancther, or unto none at all, through the 
cunning jlights of men who lye i» wait to deceive. 

When men have only a form of Godlineſs in the Profeſſion 
of the Truth, but know nothing of the Power of 7, it is an 
uncertain Accident whether they perſevere in that Profeſſion 
or no. There are Internal Powers of true Religion which 
are efficacious on the minds of men, to enlighten them. to pu- 
rifie them, arid give them liberty from the adverſe Powers 
of darkneſs, vanity and bondage unto fin. Where men have 
experience of them in their own hearts,there and there alone, 
if a vigorous impreſſion unto the contrary do befall them, 
will they be conſtant in the Profeſſion of the Truth. The 
ſucceſs of our Roman Fmiſſaries, 1s confined almoſt unto that 
ſort of Perſons, who under the outward Profeſſion of the 
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Proteſtant Religion, have been totally ignorant of the vertue 
and power of the Truth contained therein, 

2. IWickedneſs of Life taking ſhelter in the Promiſes of 
eternal ſecurity, which that Church with preſumptuous con- 
fidence tenders unto all that will give up themſelves unto 
her coaduct, though in the laft moment of their lives, gains 
them a multitude of Pro/elyres, This engine they apply unto 
many when they are leaving the world, even unto ſych as 
having lived in finand ignorance,are ready to receive condign 
puniſhment for their villanies, decewving them of thoſe few 
minutes which might be improvedin ſeeking after Evangelical 
Faith and Repentance. Bur this is the leaſt uſe they make of 
it, There are inthe world, among thoſe that are called Pro. 
t:/tints, Mighty men, Nobles, men of Dignity and Revenue, 

vio live in cheir fins, and are refolved fo to do, Yet are 
they not able by any means to ſecure their conſciences from 
troubleſome tears of eternal mileries that will enſue on the 
courſe wherein they are. By ail crafty waies of acceſs and 
compliance,tae Frifors of thts Church do infinuate themſelves, 
or by others are introduced into the acquaintance of this fort 
of Perſons, And the firſt thing they otter unto them, is ab- 
ſolute fecuri'y of eternal faivation, it they will but relinquiſh 
Herefic, wherein ir 15 impoſiibie they ſhould ever be faved, 
and betakxe themſelves unto the conduCt of the Church of 
Rom:;zof the change of their lives,the Relinquithment of their 
ſins, ofRepentance from dead works, of the Lite of God, and 
univerſal Obedience therein, there are no words between 
them. Many of theſe perſons who are reſolved beforehand 
rather to part with all theReligion inthe world, than with one 
of taeir iuits and fins, do readily embrace tne compoſition ofÞ 
tered. For really that which 1s tendred unto them 1s a con- 
fiſtency between Tiving in fin, and aſſured going unto Hea- 
ven, which before they knew not that they could be recon- 
ciled- For however they ſhall live tor the future, ſuppoſe.in 
the 
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the fins of adultery, fornication, prophane ſwearing, iuxury, 
drunkenneſs, or the like, the Church will take care that by 
Conteſſions, Maſſes and Purgatory, they ſhall be uncoutted- 
Iy faved. At this door have entred great numbers of unclean 
Leaſts unto the encreaſe of the Herd, who often prove the 
moſt forward Zealots for the Ca:holick ( auſe. 

3. Secular Tnter:fts and advantages accommodated unto 
all ſorts of Perſons, are another means of their prevalency. 
There are no ſorts of Perſons trom the higheſt to thelowelt, 
that come within their walk and compats, or unto whom 
they can have acceſs, with the leaſt probability of ſuccels, 
unto whom they have not in a readineſs to propaie ſome 
ſecalar advantages, ſuited unto their State, Condition, Incii- 
nations and Abilities. Great men ſhall have favour and cor- 
reſpondencies with Potentates abroad, beſides a principal 1n- 
tereſt in that alteration in national affairs, which they doubt 
not but they ſhall introduce. Scho!lers ſhall be uſed and pre- 
terred, at leaſt when they have any eminency 1n abilities, 
they ſhail not want ſteem and advancement. Mechanicis 
ſhall Le employed , and the pooreſt one way or other provi 
ded for. And tor all forts ot diſcontented Perſons, who may 
Le of any uſe unto their-Intereſt, they have the refuge of 
their Monaſteries, for their entertainment. And is it any 
wonder, if in this degenerate age, wherein the moſt of men 
do openly and viſibly declare a predominancy in their minds 
ard atfeQions of things carnal and temporal, above thoſe that 
are ſpiritual and eternal, many be enfſnared by theſe promi- 
ſes, which eitherſhall be made good unto them, or at leaſt 
are ſuſtcient to keep them in expettation, untill they are in- 
gaged Leyond recovery. | 


4. Miny, itis tobe feared, fall under thedreadful account 
given of Guds Rightcous dealings with thoſe who obſti- 
nately ten, uncer the Projeliion of the Truth, 2 Thef. 
2, 2G, :1,% . Geennſe they received not the Love of the 
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Truth that they might be ſaved, .God ſhall ſend them ſtrong De- 
lufions that they ſhould believe a lie, that they all might be- 
damned who believed not the Truth, but had pleaſure in un- 
righteouſneſs. This is that. which we have more cauſe to 
fear with reſpeCt unto this Nation, than all the Artifices of 
of the Roman Church. 

Laſtly; How powerful and prevalent the /af? voice of this 
Church may proveI know not. The Motto of ſome poten- 
tates on their great Guns, is Fox Vitima Regum; the laſt 
voice of Kings; that of this Church is fire and tagor ; where- 
with I pray and hope that they ſhall never more be heard to 
ſpeakin Eneland. 

Allowing them theſe advantages, I ſhall now prove that 
0 wiſe or ſober man, who takes care of his own Salvation, can 
give up himſelf to the condutt of the Church of Rome, in his 
choice of Religion, then when there are the moſt abounding conteſts 
about the Truth,and the right way of its Profeſſion, which is ſup- 
poſed our preſent caſe, | 

In my firſt reaſon I ſhall proceed no farther but to render 
this pretended Guide ſaſpected with all wiſe and ſober men. 
For it will begranted I ſuppoſe, that we ought throughly to 
conſider who or what that G«zde is, whereunto we do abſo- 
lutely reſign the diſpoſal of all our ſpiritual concernments 
without power of Revocation. | 

If any men were to make ſuch an abſolute Truſt of their 
Lives, Eſtates aud Liberties into the hand of another man 
or of other men, putting them all abſolutely out of their own 
Power, certainly they would think it their Wiſdom and In- 
tereſt to conſider aright how and what they are, unto whom 
they do ſo fully and abſolutely reſign themſelves,and all that 
they have. Andifthey have any juſt ſuſpicion of their ho- 
neſty or Faithfulneſs, or that they ſeek themſelves or their 
own advantagein taking this 7ru/t upon them, they will not 
eaſily be induced to reſign up their all unto them. Yea the 
more 
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moreearneſt they are to perſwade them, the more will they 
ſuſpect that there is XAnavery in the cauſe, How much more 
carefull ought we to be in the chuſing a Gaide into whoſe 
powerand diſpoſal we mult reſign all the- eternal concern- 
ments of our fouls; which all men do, who abſolutely give 
give up the.conduCt of themſelves unto the Church of Rome 
in all matters of Religion. For notwithſtanding all their pleas 
.of a ſure and ſafe bank for the conſciences of men, there are 
great preſumptions that they will break at /afſt,and leave them 
who have entruſted them unto eternal beggary. 

I ſhall give but one Reaſon which renders this pretended 
Guide ſo juſtly ſuſpetted, as that no wife man can commit him- 
{elf thereunto in things of this importance. 

And this is the prodigious wo rldly ſecalar advantazes which 
the Church of Rome hath made unto it ſelf by this pretence of 
being the only Guide of all Chriſtians in matters of Religion. 
For this pretence is the ſole foundation of the whole Papacy 
which when the ſand of it is removed, 'muſt fall to the 

round. And we may conſider both what they have obtained 

y it, and how they uſe their Acquiſition. For (1.) By ver- 
tue of this pretence alone, they have erected their Popedom, 
obtained Principalities and Soveraignties, poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of the principal Revenxes of moſt Nations of Europe, 
have heaped up huge Treaſures of wealth, wherewith they 
maintain innumerable Perſons who have nothing to do, but 
by all Arts to promote their Intereſt, eſpecially that nume- 
rous ſociety which is grown at this day the peſt and terror 
of the world. Theſe things are evident in other Nations, they 
were ſo formerly in this; and in all the Zeal which of late 
they have pretended for the converſion, as they call it,of this 
Nation, it 1s Jegibly written in all the parts of their deſign, 
and the whole mannagement of it, that it was Pow?r, 70- 
minion, Wealth and Revenue unto themſelves that they in- 
tended; this Flace, that Dignity, and the other Revenue, and 
the 
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. © the carnally ſweet Dominion over the conſciences of all ſorts 
of Perſons were in their eye. 

2. We may conſider what «ſe they make of theſe ſecular 
Advantages and Revenues which they have obtained meerly 
by vertue of this pretence. And it may be ſaid with modeſty, 
that theſe things were never forced to be wickedly 1ervice- 
able unto the luſts of men, among the Heathens themſelves, 
more than they are and have been among all ſorts of men, 
in the Church of Rome: Amvition, Avarice, Pride, Luxury, 
Senſuality, Cruelty, are the Deities that they ſacrifice the 
ſpoils of the ſouls and conſciences of men unto. There is 
no ſort of wickedneſs, not the higheſt and moſt provoking, 
not the moſt vile and ſordid that Humane Nature is capable 
of, but multiplied inſtances may be given of the perpetra- 
tion of them, by the Advantage which they make of this 
pretence. | 

This conſideration I fay is ſufficient unto all wiſe men. to 

render this pretended Guide juſtly ſuſpeted ; and to bring 
the vagabond unto the ſtricteſt and fevereſt examination that 
the Law and Word of God doth direct unto in ſuch caſes. 

I. It is ſoon the account of Reaſo» and common uſage a- 
mongſt men in caſes of an alike nature. If it be notoriouſly 
known and evident, that any fort of perſons, whatever elſe 
they ſeem to be or act, do make great and unaccountable. 
advantages unto themſelves by any Truſts that are commit- 
ted unto them, pretending nothing in the mean tune but 
the good of them who ſo entruſt them; a wiſe manwill not 
abſolutely give up the diſpoſal of himſelf and all his con- 
cerns unto ſuch perſohts. Yea when men are more than 
ordinarily urgent to have ſuch Truſts committed unto them, 
we do ordinarily enquire what 1s their intereſt in this mat- 

ter of care and trouble that makes them ſo earneſt. And if 
we find that they have made their own Advantages on all 


ſuch occaſions, we ſhall not be too forward to give up unto 
them 
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them all that we have; eſpeczally if the reſignation of ow 
{elves and our concerns deſired by them, be ſuch as we ſhall * 
never more have the diſpoſal of any thing in our own power, 
nor ſhall they be accountable? tor any thing they do thereon. 
It may be you will fay, thoſe who defire this great Truſt to 
be repoſed in them, are in all other things of Vertue and 
Piety, moſt eminent above others, But what if by various 
waies and means they diſcover themſelves to be for the moſt 
part of the very worſt of men. It will afſuredly be ſaid, that 
luch a kind of Truſt as that mentioned, would be ridiculous, 
and was never made by any wiſe man; fools and mad-men 
being only meet to be confined unto it. 
Yet ſuch is the Truſt that the Charch of Fome requireth 
that we ſhould commit unto her, and that in aftaires of infi- 
nitely greater importance than all other earthly concerns. 
For the would have us a4ſo/utely reſign up our ſouls and con- 
ſciences with all our eternal Intereſts, unto her Conduct and 
Guidance, without any reſervation for the uſe our own Light, 
Reaſon, Knowledge or Faith,8& without power of Revocation 
on pain of damnation. In the mean time it is evident and 
notorious, that by vertue of this Prezexce, ſhe hath ere&ed 
the Popedom, obtained Principalities and Dominion, endow- 
ed her ſelf with the principal Revenues of the Nations, 
and erected a Supremacy over Kings and Kingdoms to be 
diſpoſed of at their xr" thy Is 1t not the Duty of a wiſe 
man when any of rheſe Perſons are importunate with him 
to forſake the Scripture, and his own underſtanding, with all 
the experience which ever he hadof the Power ot Religion, 
- and to give up himſelf abſolutely unto their conduct; to 
enquire what is the Intereft of theſe men in theſe things 
which makes them thus importunate. 
And if this appear openly to be an encreaſe or confirm:- 
tion of their ſecular advantages, he will ſay that this is a 
Truſt fit only for them to make, whom Darkneſs, Igno- 
D 2 rance. 
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rance, thelove of Sin, and a vitious converſation have ren- 
dered ſpiritual fools and bedlams, that can in nothing guide: 
themſelves. Eſpecially he will do ſo, when he ſhall find 
that theſe high pretenders tobe the o»ly Guzdes of the ſouls. 
and conſciences of other men, do for the moſt part walk in: 
paths themſelves that go down to the Chambers of Death, 
'Thar they are ſo far from giving examples of Chriſtian Meck- 
neſs, Humility, Selt-denial, Faith, Love or real Holineſs,. 
trom giving a juſt Repreſentation of Chriſt in the Image of 
God on themſelves, as that in many great, notable, prodigi- 
ous inſtances they repreſent the Devil, with all his Malice, 
Cruelty and. Blood, unto-rhe World. | 

2. There is that which doth hereon, yet farther increaſe a 
juſt ſuſpicion of this pretended. Guide. And this is the way 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles under him and. 
atter him, unto whom that Conduct of-'our ſouls which the 
Pope and Church of Zome do now lay claim unto, was. 
really committed by God even the Father. Itis known that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, though in his Divine Perſon he- 
w-:5 the Soveraign Poſleſſor of Heaven and Earth, yet in that 
Miniſiry wherein. he took the Guidance of mens ſouls, he ob- 
tained nothing, poſlefle nothing beyond food. and raiment, 
nor made the leaſt outward Advantage by any good that he 
did, or by any miracles that he wrought. Thus ſtate in ge- 
neral belonged unto his Zumzilation, and was a part of his 
ſufferings. But withalit was choſen-by himſelf for this end, 
to convince and fatisfie the ſouls of men; - that he deſigned 
nothing in all his Inſtru&tion and Guidance of them, but the- 
Glory of God in their eternal welfare; gaining nothing - 
unto himſelf but reproaches, perſecu:1on, and the Croſs. This 
he did as knowing that there was that Glory, Beauty, Power 
and Uſefulneſs in the Truth wherein he inſtructed men, that 
nothing was ' outwardly needful to give it an effeQtual 
entrance into their minds, but only to deliver them from. 
prejudices, 
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prejudices, which all ſelf advantages made by hinr would 
have given unto them. The Pope and Mahomet who have 
fince pretended unto the fame condutt of mens minds in 
Religion, which was entruſted originally with him whom zhe 
Father ſealed, knowing that what they had to teach of their 
own, and to lead men into, had no Glory, Beauty,Evidence, 
nor Uſe in it ſelf, hive wiſely betaken themſelves unto the 
waies of fraud and force,to impoſe their DoEtrine on the con- 
ſciences of men, with this bait and allurement, that what pro- 
fit and advantage they make unto themſelves, by the condutt 
which they -have aſſumed, others according to their propor- 
tion ſhall be ſharers therein. 

The Holy Apoſtles ſucceeded unto. the Perſonal Miniſtry 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as unto this conduc of the ſouls 
of men. Such Power was committed unto them, by him, 
who ſent them even as the Father ſent him; ſuch Aſſurance 
was there in their condu@t, through Intallible Inſpiration,and 
the preſence of the Holy Ghoſt with them in an extraordi- 
nary manner, as that alt men were bound to give up them- 
ſelves unto their Condutt and Guidance, Howbeit they 
judged that there was no Duty more incumbent on them, 
than to make it evident unto all the world, that they neither 
ſought nor would accept of any temporal Advantages unto: 
themſelves by the Truſt repoſed mm them; but were con- 
tented that their portion in this world ſhould lye in all the ex- 
tremities and calamities of it. And this they willingly ſub- 
mitted unto, that all men might he encouraged to truſt 
them in their everlaſting affairs, when they ſaw what loo- 
fers they were by it in this World, without deſire, hope, or 
expectation of any better condition. | 

The Church of Rome laies claim to the very ſame Authori- 
ty over, and-condudt of the conſciences of men in Religion, 
as were committed unto Jefus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. It 
is as (afe, as they pretend, for a manto caſt oft the — 
and 
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and Inſtitutions of Chriſt him#elf, as to diſſent from thoſe of 
the Pope. But what in the mean time meaneth this blea- 
ting of the Sheep and lowing of the Oxen ; whence is it that 
they have mannaged the pretence hereof, to the gaining of 
Power, Dominion, Wealth and Revenues unto themſelves, 
beyond that of the greateſt Kings and Princes in this World 2 
Let others do as they ſhall think fit, I ſhall never commit the 
conduct of my ſoul unto them, who tor ought I know would 
never look atter me, nor any other, were it not for the 
advantage they make by it unto the ſervice of their earthly 
deiires. 

It may ke ſaid, that other Charches and Perſons do make 
advantages unto themſelves by that condudt of the ſouls of 
men whuch they lay claim unto. And ifthis be ſufficient to ren- 
der ſuch Gzides ſuſpetted, we hall ſcatter the Churches, and 
leave none to guide them. I anſwer, it doth no way fol- 
low. For the Rules, Meaſures, and outward Allowances for- 
and in the name of rheir Labour and Guidance unto the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, are in general ſo ſtated in the Scripture, 
as that men cannot miſtake therein unto their prejudice. 
But we are not at all concerned in what Advantages men 
make unto themſelves hereby ; provided that the condu&t 
they pretend unto, be ſuch as is accompanied with no domz- 
zion over our Faith, but is propoſed only as an help there- 
unto. Whilſt men require not an abſolute Reſignment of our 
fouls and conſciences unto them, but leave vs unto the per- 
tect libert of our own minds, to judge upon and receive 
what they propoſe unto us; to examine and try all thay they | 
inflruct us in, which we may reject or refuſe, according as it 
evidenceth it ſelf to be good or evil unto us ; there isno great 
danger in our conduct. 

- ThisI fayis ſufficient to render this pretended Guide which 
with ſo much vehement —_— would impoſe it ſelfup- 


on us,to ke ſo ju/ty ſuſpected, unto all men not forfakenas well 
of 
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of common Reaſon, as of all due Reverence unto. the Word 
of God, as that they will not readily embrace it. 

2, As what hath been ſpoken is ſufficient to render this 
pretended Guide ſuſpetted with all ſober and conſiderate Per- 
ſons; ſo there are cogent reaſons, why it ought to be a4/o- 
lately rejetted, by all who take care of their own eternal Sal-.- 
vation. The cauſe peculiarly under confideration is ſtated on 
a double ſuppoſition. | | 

1. That there are ſuch differences in and about Religion 
among, us, as wherein the eternal Salvation of the Sou!s of 
men are immediately concerned, For ſome of them conſiſt 
in Opinions, Principles and Practiſes, pernicious and de- 
{tructive unto Salvation, as each fidedoth acknowledge and 
contend. And it is meet the cauſe at preſent ſhould be ex- 
preſly ſtated on this ſuppoſition, becauſe thoſe of the Roman 
Church deſign their great ad vantage from it. . 

2. That in this caſe we ought diligently to apply our ſelves 
unto ſome ſafe Guide which may lead and conduct us in the 
right way, wherein we may glority God, and obtain eternal 
' Blefſedneis unto our own ſouls. This alſo is.not only allow- 
ed by them, but fercely contended for, as a Foundation of 
their whole cauſe. Wherefore to determin our Thoughts a- 
right in our enquiry on theſe ſuppoſitions, we may conſider 
the things that tollow. 

1. The firſt Suppoſition is plainly ſtated in the Scripture. 
It is plainly affirmed therein that ſuch things were then be- 
ginning in the Church, that they would fall out in after ages, 
and encreaſe towards the End & Confummation of all things, 
See to this purpoſe, Ads 20. 29, 30. 1 7im.4. 1,2, 3.2 Tim. 

3,4. 2 Pet.2.1,3. 1 John 4. 1,2, z all in compliance 
with the holy warnings and predictions of our bleſſed Savi- 
our himſelfunto the ſame purpoſe, Marth. 24 4, 5, 11, 23, 
24, 25, 26. In ali theſe places and many other, the Caute 


as ſtated in our ſuppoſition is expreſly toretold, with the per- 
NLCIOUS 
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Nicious-effetts of Opinions and Hereſies, overthrowing the 


Foundation of Faith, - and deſtroying the ſouls of men. In this 


cauſe is a certain Guide neceffary in a peculiar manner, 

2. In o one p/ace, either in expreſs words,or by direC& con- 
ſequence, are Believers or the Diſciples of Chriſt, dire&ed 
in this caſe to betake themſelves unto ſuch a Guidance of the. 
Church of Reme. They are not ſo in any one place where 
theſe Diviſions are foretold, where properly ſuch dire&ions 
ſhould be expe&ed orno where; nor yet in any other place 
whatever. Any one Divine Teſtimony unto this purpoſe, 
giving this Direction on that ſuppoſition, ſhall tor ever deter- 
mine this Controverſie, a 

Shall we think that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, foreknowing, 
foretelling, and warning all his Diſciples of ſuch a dangerous 
Nate and condition, as trom which they cannot eſcape or be 
delivered, without a Gaide that will ſately lead and conduct 
them, if there were but oxe ſuch Guide prepared and appoint- 
ed by him, ſhould no where in any Divine Revelation direC& 
them thereunto? Doth a ſuppoſition hereof truly repreſent 
unto us his love, care and compaſlion towards the Church ? 
Can any thing more injurious unto his Wiſdom, Faithfulneſs 
and Honour, be once imagined? It is impoſlible therefore 
that any man in the cafe ſuppoſed, ſhould betake himſelf un- 


. to the ſole conduct of the Pope or Charch of Rome, without 


caſting contempt on him and his Authority. Bur, 

2. Yet there is farther Evidence of his Mind herein, in that 
veare expreſly in this caſedire&ed unto another Guide,with- 
out any mention of the Church of Rome,which is utterly exclu- 
five of this pretence. For (:.) All Believers are commanded 
themſelves toexamine and try all falſe Teachers, Prophets 
and Spirits that are not of God,Doctrines ſubverting the Faith, 
and endangering the fouls of men; which 1s utterly inconſiſtent 
with that abſolute univerſal Reſignation of themſelves unto 
the Guidance of the Churchof Rowe, which is claimed by it. 


See 
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See 1 Joh.4.1,2,3. (2. They aredirected unto theWay, Means 
and Rule whereby they muſt make this Trial, and come unto 
the final determination in their own minds, //a.8.20. 2 Pex. 1. 
v.19. 2 7im.z.15,16,17. And thus alſo is diametrically oppo- 
ſite unto that Reſignation of themſelves unto the Church of 
Rome, which it requireth of them. (3.) They have a Guide 
promiſed unto them, to give them an underſtanding of the 
Rule in the diſcharge of this Duty, and to enable them to 
make a right and fate Determination thereon, Foh 16.13. 17oh. 
2 26, 27. 1 beſethings are conſiſtent with a Miniſterial Guide, 
ſuch as is found 1n all true Churches, wherein none pretend 
to be Lords of our Faith, but only helpers of our Joy. But 
with a Supreme Auchoritative Guide requiring an abſolute 
Reſignation of our underſtandings and conſciences unto it 
felf, they are altogether inconſiſtent. 

This 1s the ſubſtance of our caſe, and this1is the Determi- 
nation of it given us by the Holy Ghoſt. Diverſities and Divi. 
ſions in Principles,Opinions andPracticesin Religion are -ſup- 
poſed, , untoas great an height as they can beat, at this day 
in the World. "Teachers ſpeaking perverſe things; departures 
from the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spirits and Dottrines of 
Devils; Teachers not enduring ſound Dodrine; turning away 
mens Ears from the Truth, and turning them unto Fables; falſe 
Teachers, bringing in damnabl?: Hereſies, denying the Lord 
that bought them, many following their pernicious waies; Spirits * 
of falſe Prophets going out in the World, the Spirit of Antichriſt. 
Theſe things I ſay are all ſuppoſed and foretold in the Scrip- 
ture. Inthis caſeand ſtate of things, that we benot ſeduced, 
that our ſouls be not ruined, we are commanded our ſelves 
to try and examine all thoſe who teach ſuch things, whether 
they be of God or no; and by the Scripture we are to try 
them if we intend -not to be deceived and undone {or ever. 
Unto the right underſtanding hereof a ſure and faithful Guide 
is promiſed unto us, to lead us unto all Truth; fo that no 
, E CONCErn 
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concernment of Religion is mvre plainly ſtated, and as unto 
our Duty, more expreſly determined in the Scripture than 
this 15, 

It is ſo in a peculiar manner, in thefr/# Epiſtle of John the 
Apoſtle. Before the end of his dates, Diviſions, Errors, Here- 
ſies began to abound in Chriſtian Religion. This he fully 
teſtifieth, Chap 4.1,2,3,4. And Epi/t.the 2.7. According unto 
his Duty he writes unto Believers to warn them of their 
danger, with reference unto them that ſeduced them, or at- 
tempted ſo to do, chap. 2. 26. And he writes unto this pur- 
poſe unto Fathers, young Men and Children, or profeſſed Be- 
lievers of all ſorts, degrees and endowments, ver. 12,13. and 
this not becauſe they did not know the Truth, but becauſe they 
did know it, and had experience of its Power, ver. 21, But 
in all the Dire&ions he gives them for the diſcharge of their 
Duty, ſo as that they might eſcape the dangers they were 
expoſed unto ; there 1s not any oxe word, ahy intimation that 
they ſhould betake themſelves unto the Guidance of this- or 
that, or any Church, much leſs that which is called the 
Church of Rome, But the ſumme of his DireCtion. is, that 
they ſhould rely on the Zxt0z they had received from the 
Holy One, or the Aids and Supplies of the Spirit of God, to 
underſtand the Scripture in the Examination and Trial they 
were to make of all theſe things, chap. 2. ver. 20, 27. 

But topreſerve their Intereſt, they tell us that theſe Pre- 
cepts and Promiſes-are given unto the Church, and not unto 
individual Believers ; as though the Church were any thing 
materially, but individual Believers, and formally but a dit- 
poſition of them into a ſacred Order for their edification. 
Man was not made for the Sabbath, but the Sabbath was made 
for max. Believers were not made for the "Church, but the 
Church is made for Believers ; and is of no uſe, but with re- 
pF unto their edification. And to deny all individual per- 
ons to be the firſt obje&t of all Goſpel Precepts and = 
| mucs, 
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miſes, Churches in what ſenfe ſoever you take them, Leng 
ſo only as they are direCtive of their Faith and OLedience,1s 
to exempt their conſciences from the Authority of Chritt, to 
turn them into beaſts, and to overthrow the Goſpel. 

Let men now who take care of their own eternal Safvation, 
place themſelves in their Thoughts in thar condition, which 
the preſent caſe and their own circumſtances do place them in. 
The World, the Place where they live, the People whereunto 
they do belong, are filled with different Apprehenſions, Prin- 
ciples, Opinions and PraCtices in and about Religion. Some 
ot theſe,as thoſe between the Papi/ts and the Proteſtants, have 
immediate influence into their eternal condition of Bleſled- 
neſs or Miſery, as both parties contend. Dreadful diſorders 
and confuſions have followed,and arelike to follow theſe dit- 
ferences even inthis World. They will in this caſe find, that 
it highly concerns them to take care that they be not decet. 
ved, and thereby ruined eternally, as multitudes are; that 
they be not high-minded, but fear. A Guide is that which 
they are to look after, that may carry them ſafely through all 
theſe difficulties and dangers. Two immediately offer them- 
ſelves unto them, tendring the utmoſt aſſurance in theſe 
things, which the nature of man is capable of in this world. 
The one is the Pope or Church of Rome, which requires no 
more of them, but a blind ſubmiſſion unto its Guidance; a 
way I confeſs to extricate themſelves, and to deliver them 
from all care about their own ſouls, eaſie and facile, if fafe. 
The other is the Holy Scripture, with the promiſed Aids of 
the Spirit of God, to lead us unto the underſtanding of it,and 
the Truth contained init. But in this way 1t 1s required of 
men, that they make nſe of their own Reaſon, Underttand- 
ing, Judgment, Diligence, with fervent Prayer for Divine 
Alliſtance. 

The preſent Queſtion is, Whether of theſe two Guides 
ſach Perſons ought to betake themſelves unto? Iam on the 
E 2 cQn- 
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conſideration of one dire&tive Reaſon only, others hall Le 
afterwards ſpoken -unto. And this 1s, that the Scripture, 
which all acknowledge to Le the Word of God, to ſpeak in his 
Name,expreſly ſuppoling this caſe, and all the circumſtances 
of it before laid down, doth thereon, frequently dire& and 
command us, to make uſe ofthis latter Guide, if we defire to 
be faved.; and. doth no where, no not once, on a ſuppoſition 
of this caſe, ſend us unto the Guidance of the Churci or Pope 
of Rome, or any other Church whatever. Wherefore for men 
to ſuffer themſelves to be inveagled, their ſouls to beper- 
-verted, and their Faith overthrown by a tew captious So- 
phyſtical Reaſonings of men of perverſe minds,purſuing their 
own ſecular Intereit; to turn atide trom the commandments 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in ſo plain, evi- 
dent and indiſputable a caſe and Duty, 1s ſuch a folly in it 
ſelf, ſuch an impiety againſt God, ſuch a contempt of the 
Lord Chriſt, his Wiſdom, Authority and Care, as muſt be 
eternally accounted tor. 

Thirdly, Thethings for the moſt part which this pretend- 
ed Guide propoſeth unto, and impoſeth on the Conſciences, 
Faith, and Practice of them who give up themſelves unto its 
conduct, are ſo.unreaſonable, ſo contrary unto the common 
ſenſe of Chriſtians, and the very firſt notions of the minds of 
men. any way enlightened with the Doftrine of the Goſpel ; 
ſo dire&ly oppoſite unto the deſign of God in the Revelation 
of himſelf unto us, and his commands concerning our Faith 
and Obkedience;that it is a thing aſtoniſhable, how they ſhould 
attain an acceſs unto them who have any ſenſe of theſe 
things. But when once. men have their ey. s bored out,as they 
do it for themſelves in the Reſignation they make of their 
underſtandings and conſciences unto the condtict of this 
Church, they muſt grind whatever is brought unto them, 1 
ſhall briefly inſtance in. ſome tew things of this ſort. 

I.. The keeping of the Scripture from their daily and contz. 


nual 
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ual uſe, 1 ſpeak notdireCtly unto them who being brought 
up from their infancy in that Church, know nothing of the 
Scripture, but that the Bible is an obſcure dangerous Book 
unto all Lay-men , which Zeretic#s make uſe of unto their 
advantage. Such Perſons can be contented to want it, or be 
without it, all their lives; eſpecially ſeeing tt 1s full of Light 
and Principles inconſiſtent with their carnal Luſts and Inte- 
reſt, But I ſpeak of ſuch who many of them like 7imorhy 
have known the Scriptures trom Children ; and having been 
converſant in them,have had ſome experience of their Power. 

Unto ſuch as theſe come Perſons in the name and on the 
behalf of this pretended Guide. And a compaſs of plauſible 


words they will uſe, fit to diſtract and amuſe weak andunſta- 


ble minds. But the plain ſenſe of what they ſay in this caſe 
is ; caſt away this Bilte this Book ; it doth but perplex you 
and diſturb your minds with things that are above you, which 
you cannot underſtand, and is therefore an occaſion of almoſt 
all the pernicious errors that are in the World Willnot any 
fuch 2erſon be ready to ſay ; hath God given this Book, 


this alone, as the only Revelation of his Mind and Will unto- 


us, as the Guide and Rule whereby we. may come unto the 
eternal Enjoyment of him, which you dare not directy deny? 
hath he commanded me to Read,Study, Meditate,and be con- 
 verſant in it continually? have I found the benefit, of the 
_ Light, counſel and conſolation adminiftred by it in my own 
foul ; and ſhall Inow forſake it, caſt it away, to betake my 
ſelf unto your Guidance and direction? ſhall I forſake God, 
and Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit, all the Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles, who daily ſpeak unto me in and by this word, to com- 
ply with you? The very horror of the Propoſal is enough 
tro ſecure the minds of any who have the leaſt ſpark of ſpiri- 
tual Light or Grace, from a compliance with it? Wherefore 
whether it be reaſonable to leave the Word of God, which 
is full of Light, ſhining like the Sun in the — to 

ollow 
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follow the glimmerings of this wandring MHezeor, which aroſe 
out of an horrible pir, and there will end, 1s left unto their 
conſideration who take care of the cternal ſalvation of their 
own ſouls. 

2. The So/:mn Worſhip of God by the Guides of the Church 
in a Tongue and Lanzuage which the people do not underſtand, 
75 another of their Propoſals. This they are bound to at- 
tend unto on pain 0: damnation. But how any thing can 
te more contrary unto the common {enie of them who 
know what it is to pray i a due manner, no man can con- 
ceive. As unto them who do not, yet 1s it not hard to cons» 
vince them, where they are not obſtinate on other preju- 
aices, how irrational this Propoſal is, how inconſiſtent 
with that reaſcaalle ſervice that God  requireth of us. 
Others will fay, that they find hinderances and difliculties 
erough from, and in this Duty, from the weakneſs of their 
Faith, and inſtatility of their Minds, the ſuggeſtions of 
Satan , with diverſions from outward objects; if you 
add thereunto that they /Fa#/ not anderſtand a word of what 
is ſpoken in Praycr, and they know well enough they 
ſhall never pray at all, And the Truth is, did we not know 
whence they took occaſion for this ſtrange contrivance ſo 
contrary to the nature of all Religion; and what advan- 
tage they make of it unto themſelves, it could never be ſuf- 
fciently admired, how ſuch a ſenſleſs Imagination ſhould 
befall their Minds. I do not deſign to ſhew how con 
trary it is to Scripture Precepts and Examples, to the pra- 
&tice of all the Saints under the Old Teſtament, and the 
New, with that of the Primitive Churches, and on all ac- 
counts what an abominable Sacriledge -it is, ſo to rob the 
Church of its chieteſt Treaſure ; it hath been done by 
others ſufficiently. 1 cnly give it as an inſtance how un- 
meet this preteaded Church is to be ſuch a Guide, as 
whereunto we are to make an abſolute Reſignation of = 
undex- 
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underſtandings and confciences in all concerns of Religion. . 
And there is nothing that can make them, who have any 
regard unto their own ſouls, to reje& its Guidance with 
more deteſtation. Shall they accept them for their Guide 
in Religion, who under pain of damnation confine them in 
all the publick Worſhip of the Church , unto the uſe of a 
Language that they do not underſtand 2 That inſtead of 
praying with their underſtandings, they muſt be content 
with a dumb ſhew, with poſtures and geſtures, with Al- 
tars and Pictures, the antick aCtings of a Prieſt, and a noiſe 
of words, whoſe ſenſe they know notat al > Ifa man 
would ſeek for an Infallible Guide to Hell, it is hard to 
find one more likely and better qualified unto that purpoſe 
than is this Church of Rome. 
 3- There is at the ſame inſtant propoſed unto us by this 
Guize, the Doctrine of 7ranſu/jtantiation, with the Sacrifice 
of the Maſs thereon depending. This they fay we mutt be- 
lieve, at leaſt avow that we dobelieve on pain of cternaland 
temporal deſtruction alſo. But herein they require of us, 
that on the meer credit of their conduct, we muſt renounce 
the uſe of our ienſes, the exerciſe of our Reaſon, and 
aCtirgs of Faith on Divine Revelations, all things whereby 
we ace either Mex or Chriſtians, that we may Lecome blind 
Idolaters. But they who pretending to be our Guides in 
Religion, do thereon impoſe this menſtrous Imagination 
on our credulity, with the Idolatrous Prattice wherein it 
iſlues, had need give us better ſecurity of their Divine In- 
fallibility, than the Angels in Heaven can do. For if an 
Angel from Heaven ſhould preach this Doftrine unto us, 
we may fafely eſteem him accurſed, Gal. 1. 8. | 
4- The laſt thing I ſhall inſtance in of this kind is, the 
Adoration or Worſhip of Images. God ſaies concerning it 
expreſly,-7 hou ſhalt not make unto thy ſelf ary graven Tmages, 
thou fhalt not bow dow to them, nor worſhip them, They ſay 
con- 
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contrary; Thou ſhalt make anto thy ſelf graven Tmages , 
thou ſhalt bow down to, them and adore them. And in their 
uſe they make them the /age plates in Religion, wherewith 
the minds of ignorant unſtable Perſons are allured and ſedu- 
ced into all manner of ſuperſtitious praCtices, and turned 
oft trom the ſimplicity of the Goſpel. For being once per- 


. ſwaded onthe credit of their Guide, that the making, uſe, 


and Adoration of them are lawtull, there is enough in the 
carnal minds of men, to make them dote, and even be 
mad upon them. Wherefore no leſs ſervice is done unto 
the intereſt of ſin, and the Kindom ot Satan hereby, than if 
they ſhould have taken oft all ſenſe of the Authority of 
God from the conſciences of men, in the Prohibition of 
thoſe things which their ſenſual luſts are moſt prone unto. 
Could they have ditlolved the obligation of the commands 
of God, againſt Adultery, or Stealing, and left men unto 
the guidance of their own luſts and inclinations, it is evi- 
dent what abominable exceſſes the generality of men would 
run into. Neither do the luſts of tze mind engage perſons 
with leſs fierceneſs into the purſuit of their objects, than 
do thoſe of the fleſh. And thence the difannulling of this: 
command of God, hath been an inlet unto all abominable 
Idolatry. But herein they will not allow thoſe who give 
up themſelves unto their condutt, once to conſider the 


direct contradition that is between Gods commands and 


theirs; but believe they muſt what their Church believes, 
and practiſe accordingly ; which is the moſt intollerabte 
Tyranny over the ſouls of men, that ever was attempted. 
Only they will tell us of Latria. and Dalia, and Hyperdu- 
lia, of Religious Worſhip that is dirett or reduftive, tran. 
frent or terminated on this or that objed, and after a maze 


of the like inſignificant Terms, the concluſion is poſitive; 


Ten foal worſhip zraven Tmages. 
| | There 
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There are alſo ſundry other things wherein they do or 
would impoſe on the credulity of men, in open contra- 
diction unto their Sexſe, Reaſon, and Experience, as well 
as unto all evidence of Truth trom the Light and Gui- 
dance of the Scripture; which are ſomewhat of another 
Nature than thoſe foregoing. I ſhall only mention ſome 
of them. As (1.) They would have us believe, that we 
caniiot believe the Scripture to be the Word of God, Put 
«pon the Teſtimony and Authority of their Charch All the 
evidence that a man is capable of in his own mind, that 
he doth ſo believe it; all that can be given in ordering 
our lives according unto it, as the Word of God; the afſu- 
rance and Peace which multitudes of all forts have in re- 

ſolving all their intereſt in things eternal into tae Faith of it ; 
the ſutierings and martyrdomes which many have under- 

gone in the confirmation of 1t; the uncontrouable pleas that 
are made of the ſufficiency of the Motives whiereon we be- 
licve it ſo to be, are nothing with them ; but we muſt fay, 
we cannot believe the Scripture to be the Word of God, but 
only on the Teſtimony and Authority of their Church ;- and 
therein both give our ſelves the lye, as unto what we know 
and are aſſured of, and judge millions to Hell, who have lived 
and died in the Faith of it, without any reſpe<t unto that Te- 
ſtimony or Authority. (z.) They will hate ws to believe, what 

they do not indeed believe themſelves: As for inſtance, Ju/ti- 
fication by our own works, For practically many of them do 
for this end truſt unto Abſolutions, Maſles, the Sacraments, 
and Sacramentals of the Church, with a reſerve for the com- 
plement of it in Purgatory ; whuch are not our own works : 
and ſome of the wiſeſt of them do betake themſelves at laſt 
to the only Mercy and Grace of God. So would they have us 
to ve ureour ſouls on that, whereon they will not adven- 
ture their own. (3) Papal Perſonal Tufallibility was once a 
principal Article of their Creed,and the generality of their Pro- 
| ſelytes 
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ſelytes do receive it from therp, with no leſs firm aſſent, than 
they dounto that of Chriſt himſelf. But among themſelves 
they have ſo multiplied their wrangling Diſputes about it, as 
makes it evident,that they believe it only ſo far as holds pro- 
portion with their Intereſt, and is ſubſervient thereunto, in- 
deed not at all. Their Diſputes of a Difference between the 
Court of Rome,and the Church of Rome,ot the Popein his Chair 
and out of it, in the uſe of help and advice of others,and with- 
out this, in a General Counci]” and without it, in a particular 
Council and without it; in matter ofRightand of Fact; and the 
like; make it evident that they know not in what ſenſe to 
believe ir, and ſo indeed believe it not at all. And whereas 
they do themſelves confeſs that ſome of their Popes have been 
of the worſt of men, yea monſters tor luxury, uncleanneſs 
and violence, that which they require of us, 1s not only hard 
andunreaſonable, but impoſſible for any ſober man to grant ; 
namely, that we believe ſuch Perſops to have been intallible 
in the Declaration of all Divine Heavenly Myſteries ; ſo as 
that we ought to acquieſce in their Declaration of them. 
( 4.) They would have us believe that the fame Body of 
Chriſt which was once 7» the fulneſs of time, made of a wo- 
man, by the Power of God, 1s every = made of a wafer, 
by the Power of a Prieft. And what indignities are hereby 
caſt on his Perſon, hath been ſufficiently demonſtrated. 
Theſe are ſome of the Propoſals which this pretended 
Guide makes unto all them who give up themſelves unto its' 
conduct, to be believed with a ſuitable pra&tice on the pain of 
eternal damnation, But yet evident it 1s, that they are all of 
them contrary unto the common Senſe, Reaſon and Experi- 
ence of all Chriſtians, all that believe the Goſpel,as well as di- 
re&ly contradictory unto t he Scripture and Example of the 
Primitive Church. It is therefore left unto the Judgment of all 
ſober Perſons, ſuch as are not yet made drunk with the Cup. 
of their Abominations to determine whether any thing, = 
either. 
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either profound Ignorance and ſpiritual Darkneſs, or love of 
Sin, with a deſire to live ſecurely therein, or ſecular Intereſts, 
or an hardening Judgment for the abuſe of the Truth, or a 
' concurrence ot all them,can prevail with men to make an en- 
tire abſolute Reſignation of their ſouls, and all their eternal 

concernments unto the conduct of this pretended Guide, 
Fourthly, The Way for theattaining the Knowledge of the 
Truth propoſed by this Guide, is oppoktte unto the Way: and 
Means preſcribed by God himſelf unto that end. It is ſo whe- 
ther we reſpeC& the ternal Qualifications of our minds,or the 
Duties that he preſcribeth, or the A474 that he promiſeth 
thereunto, For as unto the firſt, he requireth that thoſe 
who would learn the Truth, ought to be m2ex, and /owly, and 
humble, for ſuch alone he will teach, P/al.25.8,9, 14.Foh.6.45. 
and if we are not taught of God, we learn nothing as we 
ought, or not unto any purpoſe; that they caſt out all wick- 
edneſs, and ſuperfluity of nauzbtin?ſs, that ſo they may re- 
ccive the ingrafted Word with meekneſs, Fam. 1. 21. Without 
theſe things, they may be alwaies learning, but ſhall never 
come unto the Knowledge of the Truth. And as unto Means 
and Duties, two things he enjoyns and indiſpenſivly requires 
of us in order unto this end. (r.) That we ftudy the Word 
continually ; that we meditate upon it, and place ourdelight 
in it, Joh. 1. 8. Deut.6.7.*Pſal. 1.2. 1/a. 8. 20. Foh 5.30. 2 Tim. 
3.15,16,17. Pal. 119. 18. Joh. 16. 13. 1 Joh. 2.20. (2.) Fer- 
vent and diligent Prayer, that we may be lead into, and pre- 
ſerved in the Truth, that we may be enabled to receive it, 
and hold it faſt againſt Temptations and Oppolitions. For our 
Aid and Aſliſtance herein, he commands us to wait for it, 
and expe the Spirit of Wiſd.m and Revelation, to open our 
eyes, to bring us unto the full Aſſurance of Underſtanding, 
or to lead us into all Truth. Of theſe things, of the necel- 
ſity of them unto the due Knowledge of the Irut', we hear 
nothing from this pretended Guide. She knows well enough 
; + 3 \ tlat 
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that to put the Minds of men into theſe Waies, and the uſe 
of theſe Means, whereby they may be taught of God, and 
learn the Truth as it is in Feſus, 1s to looſe them from her 
ſelf for ever. > Howbeit they are the only Wates and Means 
preſcribed and bleſſed of God unto this end, with thoſe other 
eſpecial Duties which belong unto them. 

They will fay, it may be, that they do inſtruct their Con- 
verts in theſe things, and preſs them withal unto-higher Acts 
of Devotion and Mortification than others do. But thereare 
two things which deprive them of any advantage by this 
pretence. For (1.) We. ſee and know of what ſort for the 
moſt part their Converts are. I ſhall not give that character 
of them in words, which generally they give of themſelves 
in their works; for I have nothing to do with the Perſons 
of men. And I ſhould rejoyce to fee them give a better evi- 
dence of being inſtructed in theſe things, than as yet they 
have done. But (2.) Whatever of this nature they propoſe 
and preſcribe unto them, it'is not unto tais end, that they 
may learn and know the Truth. They require no more of 
any hereunto, | but that on their ſophiſtical. and frivolous 
pretences, he give up himſelt unto their Guidance, or ſub- 
mit himſelt unto the Authority of the Pope. For hereby he 
formally becomes a member of the Catholick Church, whoſe 
Faith, whether he know it or no, ummediately becomes his; 
and for particulars he muſt wait tor the Prieſts information, 
as occaſion ſhall require. 

"This is Iconfeſs their great advantage in this World. The 
way they propoſe to attain the Knowledge of the Truth, is. 
eaſy, conſiſtent with the luſts of men, expoſed equally to the 
wiſe and fooliſh, to the ſober and intemperate, puts men out 
of all doubts, giving them all the quiet aſſurance which de- 
ceit and falſehood can communicate. 

The way of Godunto the ſame end is difficult unto fleſh 
and blood,deſtruftive unto the luſts of the fleſh & of the mind, 
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requiring Diligence, Humility and Watchfulneſs in the Ex- 
erciſe ot Grace all our Dajies, which things few are pleaſed 
withal. Yet isthis Way of God ſo ſuited unto the Nature of 
Religon, ſo becoming the importance of this Duty, ſo effectu- 
al not only unto the attainment of the Knowledge of Truth, 
but untoall theends of it in the Life of God; is fo neceſſary on 
the account of the Infinite Greatneſs and Holineſs of God, 
with the Nature of Divine Revelations, as that no man, who 
is not blinded with prejudices and corrupt Aftections, can de- 
cline it, to embrace the other. 

There are other things yer, if it he poſſible, of an higher A- 
bomination, to deter all tober Perſons from touching with. 
this Guide, than thoſe already inſiſted on. And ſuch they are, 
as the preſent contrivances and practices of our adverſaries, 
do unavoidably compel us to plead in this cauſe, and are in 
themſelves ſufficient for ever io diveſt that Church of this 
great and gainful pretence, of being the only Guide ofall men in 
Rei1gion, For, | 

Fitthly ; Conſider what it is, wherein they inſtruct many 
of them who betake themſelves unto their Conduct and Gui- 
dance, I mean of the Agents for andin thename of the Church 
'of Rome. The firſt thing which they labour to fix on their 
mindes and conſciences, 1s abſolute Obedience unto their 2zm- 
mediate Guides, with a blind beliet of what they propoſe unto 
them. And this they prevail on them unto, by atſuming a two- 
fold Authority unto themſelves. And the firſtis that ot forgiv- 
ing them all their fins, though againſt the light of Nature, and 
of their own conſciences, which they conteſs unto them; and 
this confeſſion they are obligedunto under pain of Damnation. 
Some things indeed they do require of them, in order unto a 
_ participationof Prieſtly abſolution. But they are all in the 
Power of the Prieſt to preſcribe, decline, or arcept ; which 
-hatter they willnot be uneaſy unto, when it conduceth unto 
their advantage. Theiflue is, that in this pardon of their ſins, 
the 
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the fouls of men may as, ſafely acquieſce, as if they were im- 
mediately pardoned by Chritt himſelf. And if they have occa- 
ſion tor rhe advantage of the atho/ick Cauſe, to put them on 
things thatare openly ſintul, as Murder and Sedition, either by 
vertue of the Direction, Guidance and Commands of the 
Prieſts, they looſe their Nature and become no fins at all, or 
they are ſo aſſured ofpardon, as puts them in their conſciences, 
into as good a ſtate and condition as it they had not ſinned. 
And(z.) they a!lJume unto themſelves an Authority: to grant 
eſpecial Piviiedges and Rewards in Heaven and Earth, to the 
doing of what t.ey command or require, whatever it be. As 
anto the Earth, ſo many Prayers, ſo many Maſſes ſhall be aſ- 
ſigned unto their advantage; and in ſome cafes Canoninozation 
with all the glorious Privitedges of it. And as unto Heaven 
what they todo, ſhall have tucha proportion of merit, as ſhall 
exalt them unto the ſecond, third, or tourth place of preceden- 
cy and honour therein, among all the Holy Martyrs. It is un- 
credible what Power and Dominion over the conſciences of 
their Proſelytes, they obtain by theſe means, with other artifi- 
ces of the like Nanture. Hence many ofthem know of no o- 
ther dependance on any as unto preſent Peace, and eternal Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, than that on the Pricſts alone. 

Wotul Practices do follow on theſe Principles. For the 
minds of men being thus prepared, they diſpoſe of them unto 
fuch occaſions or {ervices for the Intereſt of the Catholick 
Cauſe, as their own Nature, Inclinations, the fierceneſs or 
ſoftnets of their temp?rs,their outward Greatneſs, Power and 
Wealth, or their Straizghts, Wants and Neceſlittes,render them 
meet unto For now they are ready tor ſuch things, which if 
they had not relinquiſhed the care and charge ot their own 
ſouls, if they had not abſolute'y retigned them unto others ; 
they would never have entertained a thought of, without de- 
teſtarion and abhorrency. Poor deluded creatures, who could 
{ſufficiently bewail their condition, but that for the moſt part 

| through 
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through the Love of ſin and the wages of it, m chuſe theſe 
deluſions. Some now ſhall fite Cities ; ſome 1hall murther 
innocent Perſons; ſome ſhall aſſaſſinate Kings and Potentates ; 
ſome ſhall creep into houſes and lead captive filly women, la- 
den with ſins, lead about with divers luits; and ſome ſhall 
proſtitute themſelves unto the carnal Luſts and Pleaſures of 
others; all as they judge conducing unto the Catholick Cauſe 
and their owa Intreſt therein. Theſe are they who muſt an- 
ſwer not only for the blood of them that are murdered, but 
of their murderersalſo, I heartily wiſh theſe things were not 
ſo; that they never had been ſo; but being fo, it 15s well that 
they are known ſo to be ; and that they are written in ſuch 
legible chara&ers in moſt Nations of Eyrope,eſpectally in this 
wherein we live, as that he who runs may read them. 1I ſhall 
not deſcend unto particular Inſtances; every ones mind and 
thoughts will ſuggeſt them unto them ; or they may learn 
them in We/tmi»ſter Hall. h 

It will be faid, that on a ſuppoſition that theſe things are 
lo, yet this is the crime oibut a few, it may be of a tew Je- 
ſuites; which others, eſpecially the Church, 1s not concern- 
ed in. They are but a few who teach and inſtru their Con- 
verts unto ſuch purpoſes; but a few that are poſleſſed with 
thoſe Maxims and Principles which lead unto theſe Practi- 
ces. Notwithſtanding their miſcarriages, the Church it ſelf 
may be a Safe Guide unto the ſouls of men. 

I anſwer two things ; (1.) That thoſe who have theſe Prin- 
ciples, who teach theſe Prattices, are all of them appointed 
unto their Office and Work, impoſed on the conſciences of 
men as their only Guides, by the Authority of the Church it 
felf. No Caution 1s given by it againft them ; no Rule pre- 
ſcribed whereby they may know them; but they come all 
armed with the Authority of the Church, and as ſuch are re- 
ceived by their credulous followers, The whole therefore of 
what they do,may juſtly be aſcribed unto the Church it ſelf, 
(2.) It may be made to appear, that for about an hundred _ 

ity 
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fifty years paſt, no Plot, no Deſign hath been conceived or 
perpetrated, wherein Kings, Princes, private Perſons were 
to be murdered or deſtroyed, wherein Nations were to be 
emLroyled in blood and confuſion, in order unto the promo- 
tion of the Catholick Canſe, but the Church it ſelf was either 
the Contriver or Approver of it. Who approved of the mur- 
der of the two Kings in Fraxce, one atter another ? of the 
Maſſacre there of an hundred thouſand Proteſtants 2 who de- 
ſigned and blefled all preparations for the murder of Qzeez 
£lizabth; with the unjuſt Invaſion of the Nation in 88 2 who 
bleſſed and protected what in them lay the horrible Maſſacre 
of Treland; with the ſlaughters that have been made 1n other 
places on the ſame Principles 2 was it a few Je/aites only 2 
was 1t not the Church it ſelf in its Head the Pope, and its 
Horns the Cardinals at Rome 2 

Wherefore although it ſeem good unto his Church to aſ- 
ſume unto it ſelf the ſole Conduct of the ſouls of all men in 
the matters of Religion,which hath thrived 1n its hands unto 
an zncredible Grandeur, in Dominion, Power and Wealth ; 
yet other men of an ordinary wiſdom and capacity, who are 
not yet taken alive by them at their pleaſure, will be ready 
to judge (eſpecially now the Cave of Cacus is opened) that it 
is neceiiary tor them to take more care of their own ſouls. 

Some will fay, that all theſe things, Principles and Pra- 
ctices, are /eparab/e from their Religion, and that they will 
take ſufficient heed unto themſelves, that they give admuit- 
tance unto none of them, eſpecially ſuch as are againſt the 
Light of Nature, and the known Rules of common Honeſty. 
Both the Goodneſs of their own natural temper, and the Przn- 
ciples of Morality, which they will never part withal, will 
ove them and others ſecurity herein. 

God forbid I ſhould ever charge any Perſons with any 
thing that is Crimijzal, whereof they are not, or may not be 
eaſily convicted. Thoſe who make theſe Profeſſions ſhall paſs 
with meat the rate and upon the credit of their Profeſſions. 

; AS 
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As ſhallall men in this Wofld, untill they contradidt and 
diſprove themſelves by their Actions. But even ſuch Perfons 
had need be very careful that they are not deceived herein. 
The Reſignation which they are to make of themſelves and 
their Conſciences unto the conduCtt of this Church, doth 
quite change both their Light and *Kle; for it includes a 
Renunciation of all Principles and Perfivaſions in things Di- 
vine and Moral, that do or may 1n the leaſt interfere with 
that Conduct. It is true, that neither that Church nor any 
elſe,can change the Nature of things Moral in themſelves ; for 
although they may call Good, Evi. and Evil, Good ; Light, 
Darkneſs, and Darkneſs, Light ; yet they cannot make that 
which is Good, Evil; nor that which is Evil, Good ; but 
they may make a falſe Repreſentation of the one and other 
unto the minds of men. Hence what was Evil unto them 
antecedently unto this Reſignation of themſelves, as the Fire- 
ing of Cities, the Murther of Innocent Perſons, the Over- 
throw of Governments and Nations for their own Ends, 
ſhall be impoſed on them by this pretended Irfal/ible Gride, 
as things Good and Meritorious with reference unto their 
Catholick Ends. Thele are the two moſt pernicious Divices 
in all their Superſtition. 1. That the Conſciences of men 
are exempted and taken off from an Immedzrate Deperdance 
on and SbjeFion unto the Authority of Chriſt, and put in 
immediate SubjeCtion unto the Prieſts; ſeeing he neither 

romiſeth any thing unto them, nor commands any thing 
bal by the Church. 2. Thattheir Commands, becauſe they 
are theirs, do regulate their Conſciences even as unto Moral 
Good or Evil. Nor is it ſafe for theſe men to truſt too much 
unto the Goodneſs of their own Natures, nor it may be unto 
others, who are concerned in what they ſhall do. For asit 
the Glory of the Doctrine and Grace of the Goſpel, to 
change the Wolf, the Lion, and the Leopard, Iſa. 11.6, 7,8, g. 
Perſons of the Fierceſt and moſt Violent Inclinations, unto 
my G quiet 
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quiet Aſſociates of Lambs and Children ;, fo it is to be feared 
from many inſtances, that by Vertue of their Condudc, they 
can change appearing Skecep at leaſt, as unto their natural 
Tempers, into that which 1s Violent, Bloody, and Poyſo- 
nous. 

6. Under pretence of being this Guide, and to impoſe 
their Pretenſions thereunto on the Minds and Conſciences of 
men, this Church hath filled mwoft Nations of Enrope with 
"Blood and Slaughter making horrible Devaſtations of in- 
numerable Perſons, both fearing God and living Peaceably 
in the World. Ten times more Blood of Chriſtians hath 
been ſhed by them unto this End, than was ſhed in all the 
Primitive Pagan Perſecutions. All that Diſſent from them 
may ſay, 


uz Regio in terris noſtri non plena cruoris £ 


Is there any Nation in Ezrope that is not filled with our 
Bloud ? The Laſt Day alone can diſcover the Blood that 
hath been ſhed ſecretly or with little noiſe by the Inquiſtior, 
in the Spazzſh, and ſome of the [taHian Territories. Mtn 
France, Germany, Flanders, Holland, Ireland, can ſpeak 
for themſelves, in the Cruelties which unto this End have 
been executed in them. The ſole Reafon of all this Inhu- 
mane Violence, hath been, that men would not ſubmit their 
Souls and Confſctences unto that Abfolute Power over them 
= Condutt of them, which their Church claimeth unto it 
And it is moſt Probable that their Abſolute CondaF7 is of 
the ſame Nature with the Ways and Means whereby they do 
Attempt it; or have Obtained it. When men by Force and 
Fraud, Blood and Slaughters, do endeavour to impoſe their 
Rxle upon us, we are not to expe&t but that the Rule will 
be anſwerable unto the Means that are uſed for the Attaiming 

ET it, 
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it. As in the firſt Planting and Propagation of Chriſtian 
Religion, the Way and Means of them were Spiritual Light, 
and the evident Exercife of all Graces, eſpecially Meeknefs, 
Humility, Patience in Sufferings and Contempt of the World. 
Hereon men had juſt Grounds to Believe and Expect, that 
the Cordudt which they were Invited and Called unto, under 
the rule of Chriſt, would be of the ſame Nature, Meek, 
Holy, Juſt and Good ; whereof by Experience they found 
full Aflurance. So where the Rule of our Souls and Con- 
ſciences 1s attempted and carried on by Violence, Blood, 
Cruelty, and Deſolation of Nations, we have juſt Ground 
to believe, that if thoſe who uſe them do prevail therein, 
their Leading and Rule will be of the ſame Nature. 

Itis but Reaſonable therefore for any man before he make 
choice of this Guide, to ask of himſelf or others, theſe few 
Queſtions. Is there any thing in the Goſpel which gives. 
- countenance unto this way of impoſing a Guide in Religion 
on the Minds and Conſciences of men ? Was there any thing 
like it in the Pradices of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his Apoſtles, 
or the Primitive Churches? Doth this' way make a juſt 
Repreſentation of the Spirit, the Meckneſs, the Holineſs, the 
Love, the Patience of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Is it conſiſtent 
with the Genizs of the Dodtrine of the Goſpel, the Religion 
taught-therein, as unto its Nature and Ends, concerning our 
Deportment in this World, and our Tendency unto another? 
Can any man think without Horror, that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould be the Authour of this way ; that he hath ap- 
pointed that all men ſhould be Starved, or Hanged, or Burn- 
ed, or otherwiſe Slaughtered, who would not Submit unto 
this Doctrine or Rule-of this or any Church, as ſome of the 
worſt of men ſhall pleaſe to ſtate them ? Ts not this that which 
among other things gives us Aſſurance, that the DoCtrine 
and Superſtition of Mahomet were from Hell, from the Old 
Muyrderer ; wm that it is a prime Dictate of them, that thoſe 
G 2 who 
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who will not Submit unto them are to be deſtroyed with 
Fire and Sword 2 By that titne a man hath a little weighed 
theſe Enquiries, with ſuch other of the ſame Nature that 
may be added unto them : if he be-not forſaken of all ſenſe 
of the Glory of Chriſt, of the Honour of the Goſpel, of 
the Reputation of Chriſtian Religion, and all care of the 
Salvation of his own Soul, he will make a long ſtand before 
he give up himſelf Abſolutely unto the Conduct of this 
Church. 

7. I cannot but mention in the next place, that which be- 
cauſe itis commonly pleaded, I {hall but mention. ' And this. 
is, that many important *Principles and PraGices of the Reli- 
gion which this pretended Guide would impoſe upon us, are 
evidently ſuited unto the Carnal Intereſts and Luſts of them 
who have the Conduct of it. Such are Purgatory, *Papal 
Pardons, Sacrifices for the Dead, Auricular C onfeſſuon, with. 
Prieftly Abſolution thereon 3 Many have already declared 
how the Notion and Superſtition of theſe things, did both 
raiſe and do maintain their Revenues 3 and are otherwiſe 
made uſe of to make Proviſion for the Fleſh to. fulfill it in 
the Luſts thereof. . And there lyeth no Encouragement here- 
in to ingage Wiſe men to give up themſelves unto its Con- 
duck. But, | 

. 8. Conliderate men will be afraid of that conduc under 
which Chriſtian Religion hath /057 all 7ts native Beauty, Sinm- 
plicity, ſpiritual Glory and Power. How arethele things repre-- 
ſented unto us in the Goſpel? How were they. exemplified 
unto us in the livesof the Apoſtles and of all the ſincere pri-. 
mitive converts; The Church was through them, 4 mew 
Heaven and a new Earth, wherein dwelt Righteouſreſs. The 
whole of Religion as it was at firſt profeſſed, was nothing 
but a Repreſentation of the Wiſdom, Truth, Holineſs, Love 
and Compaſſion of Chriſt ; an evident and glorious means 


to- recover mankind from its Apoſtacy from God, and to re- 
| introduce 
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introdnce- his Image on the Soulesof men ; a bleſſed way 
continually to exerciſe the Power of Love, Goodneſs, Cha- 
rity, Bounty, Zeal, and Delight in God 3 a Teſtimony gi- 
ven .unto the Truth, Reality and ſubſtance of things ſpiritu-- 
al, inviſible and eternal, with their preferenceabove all earth- 
ly things. Under their condudt is this Beauty, this Glory of 
Chriſtian Religion loſt and defaced. Wee may ſay with the 
Prophet of old ; how is the faithfull City become an Harlot, 
Righteouſneſs lodged init but now Murderers. Iſa. 1. 21. The 
Church is the Temple of God ; could we have looked into it 
of old, wee might by faith have ſeen Chriſt [tting on tis 
Throxe, the train of his Light, Holineſs, Love and grace 611- 
ling the whole Temple. Look into it under their conduct, 
and there is the dreadful Appearance of the Lawleſs ' Perſon, 
the man of (1m, {itting in the Temple ot God, ſhewing himſelf 
to be God, to our Horror and Amazement. Look intothe 
Primitive Aflemblyes of Chriſtians, 2. Cor. 3. 8,9, 10. you 
{hall ſee Meekneſs, Humility, and the glorious Mtmiſtration of 
the Spirit in outward Simplicity. Look into thoſe of this 
Guide, and you ſhall ſce them like the Hoxſe of Micah, Fadg. 
17.5. an Houſe of Gods, with Molten Images, graven Inzages, 
Ephods and Teraphims, multiplyed Inſtruments of Superſtition 
and TIdolatry. Look on their Converſation of old in the 
World; and it was humble, peaceable, uſeful, profitable unto 
Mankind, with a contempt of earthly things in compariſon 
of thoſe that are eternal. But under the conduct of this 
Guide; Ambition, Pride, Senfuality and profanefs, have 
covered the nations of its Communion 3 In all things have 
they loſt and defaced the native Beauty and Glory of Chriſti- 
an Religion. It will be ofno advantage unto any, volunta- 
rily to come in into a participation in this woefull Apoſtacy. 

9. The 1nſupportable Toke that this Guide puts 0» Kines 
and Soveraign Princes, on pretence of its divine Right ofan 
univerſal Guidance of them and all their Subjetts, deſerves 


the 
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the Conſideration of them that are concerned, before they 
= up themſelves unto it. It 1s true that by and fince the 

eformation, as this Power of theſe men who call themſelves 
this Guide, hath been utterly caſt of by many 3 So in thoſe 
places where on other accounts they maintain their Intereſt, 
it hath been greatly weakened and impared. Hence thoſe of 
the greateſt Power in the Nations of Exrope, have had little 
regard unto their Authority unleſfs it be uſed untotheir In- 
tereſt and Advantage. But their Principlesare ſtill the ſame 
as they were ; their Pretence of Divine Right the ſame that 
it was, and their deſires after the exerciſe of 1t unto their 
own ends, not at all abated. Could they once again enthrone 
themſelves in the conſciences of Kings themſelves and all their 
Subjects; Could they deſtroy the Ballance of a contrary In- 
treſt ; could they take away the Reſerves of Reliets againſt 
their encroachments, by engaging the Aſſiſtance of Subjects 
againſt their Princes, of one Prince againſt another, as in 
former dayes; there is no reaſon to think but that they 
would. return unto their forwzer uſurpations and infolency. 
And wiſe men, yea Princes themſclves, may be deceived, if 
they take their meaſures of the nature of the Papacy, with re- 
ſpect unto Civil Government, fromits preſent deportmentand 
Attempts, though bad enough. Take away the perplexities 
and Difficulties they are caſt into, through the Rejection of 
their Authority by ſo many nations, and by the divided In- 
treſts of Kings and Potentates thereon 3 heal their deadly 
wound, and reſtore them unto a Catholick Power over the 
conſciences of all ſorts of men, by the deſtructionof them by 
whom itis oppoſed, and it will quickly appear with another 
aſpe&t on the world, another manner of influence on the Go« 
vernoursand Governments of Kingdoms and Nations then 
now 1tdoth. But the conlideration hereof belongs principal-. 
ly unto them, who are not wont to be unconcerned in the 
Preſervation of their juſt Authority. Yet if occaſion require 


it, 
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it, a demonſtration ſhall begiven of the neceſſary and una- 
voidable conſequencesof the Readmiſſion of the Papal Power, 
in any of the Nations of Exrope who have caſt itout; and 
that with reſpect unto the Governoursand Governments of 
them. | - 

Among many other conliderations, which offer themſelves 
unto-the ſame Purpoſe, and which ſhall be produced, if occa- 
ſion is given; I ſhall add one moreandcloſe this Diſcourſe ; 
And this is, that the foundation of all the Religions worſhip, 
which this Guide directs unto, whence all other partsof it do 
proceed, and whereon they do depead, conſiſts of the over-- 
throw of one of the principle Articles of the Chriſtian faith. 
And this is, that our Lord Feſus hath by one offering, ' for ever per- 
feed them that are ſandified 5 as 1t 1s expreſled by the A- 
poſtle 3- Heb. 10. 14. In direct oppoſition hereunto, the 
Ground and Reaſon of their Mzſs and the Sacrificetherein,. 
which is the Life, Soul, Centor, and Foundation of all their: 
Religious worſhip, lyes in this, that there is a Neceſſity that 
Chriſt be offered often, yea every day, in places innumerable, 
without which,. they ſay, the Churchcan. neither be SanG3- 
fied or perfeFed. Such a Guide is this Church, as that itlays 
the foundation of all its ſacred worſhip in. the overthrow 
of the principal foundation of the Chriſtian faith, 

God in his appointed time, will put an end unto all theſe: 
extravagancies, exceſles and diſtrations in his Church 3 wher 
Violence ſhall be no more heard in her Land, Waiting nor Dif-- 
truGion within ker * Borders, when ſhe ſhall call ber Walls Sal-- 


vation and her Gates *Praiſe. 


FINIS. 


